George Lavas Online Archive

«Sigfried Giedion, évag
OewpnTIKOC TNC HOVTEPVAC
APXITEKTOVIKAC»
ApXITEKTOVIKA O¢para

T

Athens 2008

www.georgelavas.org



www.georgelavas.org

Sigfried Giedion
Evag Bewpnrikdg Tiig
povrépvag apyiTekTovikiig

Tol . M. A&Ppa,

el ‘lvonirodrou Tijg “loTopiag
wal Qewpiag g "Apyitexrovikfg
Tol Mohurcyveiou Thg Zupiyng

Ta tcheuraia Tioocpn xpévia néBavav oi
ONpavIiKWTEpe EXMpODWNol THE apoviip:
vacs apxirextovikic, & Le Corbusier, &
Gropius =1 & Mies van der Rohe. “Ewvac
axoun nod, dv wal Biv ATav apiiTerTIav.
ouviflaht Goo Myo oy Unmelican g pov-
Tipvag dpxiTekTovikis, oav Brwpnricos xai
dndlﬂmrﬁq g, mifave mpiv dmd Lvdjuou
nipirou xpdve. Mpdworar i rev - Siglried
Giedion, tév "EAPetd loTopikd vijc Tixvne
ral uuwp-m}tn Bewpnricdy ouyypappdtuy
i T alyxpovn dpxirexrovue, kalnynm
aré Harvard wal oréd Neluroevels g Zu-
plxng (E.-T.H.) xal Mev. Tpapparia Tod
ClAM pixpr ™ Suiduot] Tou. ME 1 fifikic
Tou, Th Splpa Tou, 1é paxnTicd Tou nvedpa,
Ahka mal pi vév Omosceviopd xal Tig O«
npfohic Tou, orvifnee Avavripprra
ivrovn nmpoowmedTnTa ord Teheutalo oa-
pavra xpowia, mol moBobfynor. innpiaoe
fi wal tEdpyor Thy mepacpbvn yovia T
dpriTERTovwy o Sho axcdv Tov KOTPD,
Eixa mjv clxapia va ywepiow tév dvlpa
wal vi mopexohoulfiow Amd kowrd T Sou-
Ao Tou. “Ag clval, homidv, ol ypappts at-
Tig ddubpopa o pvipn Evdg eefaoted di-
Aou kai ouvaua cikaipla wa mopouaaoBci
ot wia yovida mow "Elbfveav dpximeereviy,
ouviops kol Soo yivoral dvmikaponkd, 76
Suyypafixa Tou dpyo, mod odv vwn oTo-
pia Stv Exn Awdpn wGai Ty Emikaparyre
Qi T onupacia Tou.

Sigfried Giedion
by G. P. Lavas, archaeologist-
architect

5. Giedion, the Swiss historian of art and
author of numerous theoretical works on
modern architecture, belongs to that group
of pioneers who fought for the establish-
ment and final recognition of modern
architecture. Through his books, his arti-
cles, his fighting spirt and eloquence, he
inspired and guided a whole generation of
architects throughout the world, though
at times he also vexed and annoyed them

‘0 Siglried Giedion propci wa kararayci,
pali pé ré oupmarpiior teu  Jakob Burch-
hardt, év tmdav iovopikd dnd 1 Bao-
hoia, omodg vimowg fxcivoug Tod homo
universalis mod Biv ywwpllouv xal Biv &-
vayvwpilouy T oTiva Spa g neplop-
apivng tmoriung, alhd mhnbupixd Lk
vovral ot cOpirepa nebia, yud wa pcheri-
oouv gwoTdTEpa 16 dvTikcipove oy EvBia-
$epovicw Tous. 'O Giedion, mow onosbaoc
pzavoltyos kai xatémyv lotopla THg TE-
®vjg., doxchflnke 1o B tvrankd pi T
ouyxpovi dpxircetowier] xal Toug dopcis
g, Soo kol pt Tobg yAomrog kai Cypd-
doug TS povripvag Téxvng, pE v Enowt
Tod umapde, i T pneavomoinon Tdv
ouokLuwy kabnpcpivg oixiaxfhg xai dro-
pinfyg xpRotisg, Pt v TExvn xal 78 oup-
Pohopd vy mpuwtwy dvBpumey TOv T -
haiwv, xal réhog pi 76 mpwro Ecelvmua Tic
dpritckrovikiis orelg nolimapoug g He-
gonoTagiag xai TiHg AlydnTou eai pé THw
dvrikndm Tol xwpou dne T4 navapxao
®povia pixpr ofjucpa. IE wpasmy pared, f
anaoxohnan Tou pi Téoo Siadoprmied wmal
pavopcvind dadviera nobia Epouvag pmo-
pel va davei Embavoaxn 1 Epamrxvier, To
yoyovag Guwe & dha adrd va ouviicl,
kdver TAv mpoodopa ol Gledion dvBiadd-
pouga ai xpionpn. O Epcuvic Tow ord G-
peoo, dnwrcpo xal dmeraro mapchBov Tol
wpneipcouy odv PonBnua yia va tvromi-
ot kai va SBiaywlon v mokmonixh Soun
rod mapdvrog, va el rig abuvaplicg, Tig dv-
Tivopleg, dhkd wal Té Bemikd Suvopiopd
rel kaipod Tou. "Oleg ol loTopirtg Tou &-
Soumopicg Exouv odv wowvd mapovopaoTi
16 e onucio Exxmmiocws, moo Biv civan
dhho dnd Ta ayvol cautdve Tijg yoveldg
Tou kai 16 ari Skov yovioBaw o Eva kdopo
mohdmhoke sal poyakewsbn, Tod droiow
iren yiverar edmaonikes Epouvnic. Irv

by his highly subjective and exaggeraled
asserfions,

Like his compatriot Jacob Burckhardt,
Giedion wes a “homo univarsalis”, that
rarg spocimen who knows no bounds to
his spirit of inquiry, who accepts none of
the limita of the various disciplines, but
who spreads out and embraces large arsas
of human knowledge, the better to under-
stand his particular field of imterest. Thus
Giedion's work ranges from modern art
and architecture to the Barogue, the mech-
anisation of articles of everyday life, pre-
histeric arl, the birth ol architecture, the
avolution in the pearception of architectural
gpace. Such variety might have made his
waork appear superficial and amateurish,

103
trioxf Tou dvalnrd pé nafog a1o Kavobp-
yign mou belxvel vd Exor ondpove pohlow-
rikfjg Emxparfocws, Té B axavaipyuss
nou cixc Sovapn tmifuborwe kal Swnawi-
oowg dvalnrd xal ové mapchBav, M' alrs
o mvcipa Lokivwvrag, biv BiTo oav akaro
va ypado lovopikic mpayparcicg yia ™
Texvr kol TV dpxitceTovict, dALd va £
vofjgel THY imoxd Tou «al vwi dnoxalugci
Tig pileg g ova mopacpdva. AlTH ) dvwi-
A, o BEAC Tdv laTopimd pohernT pica
wai Gx Elw (drmwe A mapaSosiaxh dkaln-
paikfy Bion) dmd v dmoxnh Tow, clvay R a
and Tig sivoloce Eruuupru; o1d Epyo T
Gm-dran Ivdvetu pﬂ'h:u'ru ToiEa Tol (FiadeTaetd
Lavafpioxc o Suvapiope Tig tmoxic pag
wai orig Eokiveg Ehodpic kargoKcuic poy o-
hoducy “Apcpikavisy Euboupydv (1 mosi-
¢nua Balloon frames) 1od nepaopivou diw-
va, Todg drcdlivous oxthetels wal v
MPoKATAoOKLUT TS OTUCMVAS GpXiTixTo-
Vikig
Ive aTime, Space gnd Architectures, 7o
yewaTtorcpo dmd ta fiphia Tou. mou yia
beeacricg evalnee Eva dmd 18 khaokd Eo-
YO OTd xwpo TG povTipvag dpxiTExTovix: 5.
$aiveral kaBapd f dvrikngn alTh Tol Gie«
dion. Adrd 1é molvpcradppagpive Epy o,
nou ywepMet maumoidog Exboorig, Biv ci-
val gl guarnuanikf] dnordmwan g £Ec-
Awmiwfy nopoiog Tig oldyxpovng dpeore-
erovikiic, alre kv ré xpowixd Tad lorasi-
walh e yiyveolai Irvig achibes Tou maps-
Aaldvouv pt yhodupdTrra yoyowdTa xai'dv-
Bpwmol xai dvakiovral ouvltTol mapdyovs
Teg — Ketvivikol, nolmonixel, Texvikel xai
xahhtexvikoi—mol intdpagav Bcpchoxa
o Buapbdpdwan adrod moo ofucpa dvoug-
Loupe epovripwas Apxircxrovied]. Mpoows-
ma, oxfos Kal Mpayparg XprpopoTroLeive
Tai tvrodrowg Té0o pdvo. Boo xpoaloven
Ayl v dmoxahugBol p’adra B bopf TG

wara it not characterized by an inner co-
hesion of method and aim. For in probing
the past he always aimed at one thing: 1o
discover and define the cultural structure
of our time, to identity its weaknesses,
contradictions and positive elements. 5o,
while a student aof the past, he was rul!y
only concerned with the préggal’
Nonetheless, the very range of his interests
led to inevitable generalisations, simpirfi-
calions, even confradictions. As an ex-
ample wa might cite the omission of M-
noan architecture from his outline of space
perception (it should have been Included
in the first group of civilisations where,
according o Gledion, plasticity reigned to
the detriment of interior spaca). Despite
such short-comings, however annoying
to the scholar, Giedion's books, especially
thosa refarring to the very distant past, 1o
which he dedicated the last part of his
life, become an invaluable contribution
when one considers them to be what the
author intended them o be all along— not
historical monographs, but essays on the
prablem of constants and variables in cul-
fure and art. This alone can explain the
large appaal and international recognition
hizs work enjoys. His secret lles in the facl
that reading him one is forced to take &
stand, to ask questions and give answers
—the answars every genaralion must gve
anew to the sameg problem: how to bridge
the gap between Internal and external real-
ity, Gledion sirasses this point in his last
book “Architecture and the Phanomena
of Transition", the manuscript of which he
delivered to his publisher on the eve of s
sudden and unexpectad death In Zirich on
Bth April 1868, (=]



ouviidfocwg g tmoxfge, dmwg choToxa
naparnsfinee.
Merd réaSpace, Time and Architectures
(1941) dxokouBel Té onpavnikdTepo Epye
g mpwing ouyypadixiic Tou mepidbou,
i Sarpfiy tou «Spaet-Barocker und
Romantischar Klassizismuss, 1922, zal vé
« Bauen in Frankreich », 1928, civar pud
MReCTipasio yia Ty dpyin mapaywyt Tou),
™ Mywrepe lowg yvward  aMechani-
zation Takes Commands, 947, mod dmore-
et pall xai mpuwrorunn fpcuvnmixn dpya-
oia. 'H spnxavonoimanes nov plowy T
Cwijg, dxi dma rexvikic dhdd dméd oldpawve-
oniefjg dndewg, clvar 76 dvnixelpeve Tol
Pafhiou adrted, MopaxohouBlvrag Tig pi-
Leg wal vig mploreg ddonig g LEchifewg
mol &bfRynec ot fopnxavikn napaywym
Tav ciblv kebBnucpiviie xpRotws, & Gie-
dion Inrd va tvromioo, ploa dnéd karakd.
youg, Sadnpomixd fubhibia, droxdupa-
Ta ddnucplbun kal BAAec mopdpoicg dx-
Snhoacig Tig kalnurgiviig Duwilc, vé falud
tmbpdorws THE pnxaviic ot Lwd. mv &-
owrtepn ral pf, Tod dvBpamou. 'H Buaml-
arwal Tow clvar &n pt My cloaywyh Tig
pnxaviic xal Tiv dikayh Tod pulpold g
Lwihg dpxifer wal md whopa dwdpcoa ot
howien xai 78 cuvalofinua, xGopo ol Ku-
puapxnoc ordy necpacuive aldva kal ol
abfiynor oTh onpcpyty melimoTikh kpiom,
pi ehpirepn npoderaom T dmolivien Tol
wakhirbxvn dnd 1d wowd xal dvrioTpoda,
Migrmn Tol Giedion clval & a f| kard-
aracr) B4 Ecmcpacdel wal &n & apovdbpo-
pog Ths hoyufice B napaxwpdoe T 8-
an Tou ot wd kakiTepn oopponia dviyreod
arlg enmripieg Buvlpeg Tol dvlplmou.
Elvat Towg 85 EvBapipov v maparnpr-
Bl &ri viv Bia meplodo wou & Gledional-
afdveral Ty dvdysn va Swaxnpifo Ty &-
vaykadTnra va yodupwlel T8 xdopa dva-
pooa oy dpBokoyigmixd mopouoia Tig
pnxaviig kal 6 cuvawcBnuanicd kxdopo Tou
dvlplomou, Eva BAho $loyepd paviploro
ward el dpuarcerovicel dploloyopol yov-
witran: ff dexdnola ol Ronchamp dné mév
Le Corbusiar, rdv o Svlpwre mol, -
yeg Scxkacricg wplv, mpomayavBile pt ghé-
¥a T exkatoaia-pnxavie.
Mope ora 1920 f dwnifixia g povripvag
pt v mopabooiand dpsiresTovikd Tipc
- 7if popdd dvoixred dytverOl benpdoamo
viig mplmg cibav ™ Adom oy Spvnom
Tol mapehBivres wal Eywav ol wfipukee
pidg wiog imovaorhotwsg, fvbg puBou it
popavTir-dploloyiomkt Amdxpuiom  Kal
comakerixd tnibpaon, mod B4 Mivpuve iy
dpairexroviet) dmd Tig dpapricg wal Tig ve-
Kpis popdis Tod mapehBbvrog. AT f ina-
vaoranxd dSiakhafia, mod kéomoc xkai 84
KooTion axdpa olyepovn kakhiToxv-
ety Exdpaor, elie obv guvintia va dnoxo-
mel vh mapdv, S pdvo dnd Tig dpapricg
mad dnexfpurrav ol auovitpwois, dhhd xal
and Tig myds wai tig yéwvipes pilcg Tob ma-
pehBovros. Tov kivduve adtd mév Evusor
drmd mohd vwple & Gledion mod Swprfg
Tou dmaoxdinon frav wi dvromifon xal va
Belxwer Téd yéwipo, po ot owd b
Toito Pproxdrav. Alye pcrd va Bifhia Tou
mol dvapipapr, Té tvBapipov Tou oTpd-
$nee npdg Té mapehBov, pd dvriccipovicd
okomd vi Epeuviion Td oroixcia txciva mod
B4 amoxaracTolaav T yldupa pervald vod
ofiucpa wal Tol xBig, wal B4 Edcxvav )
oxton mod Ombpxot pcrafl Bifipeniac xal
dhhayfic orlg bmoxiés, erolg molimopols,
oy Téxvr. Maxpoxpdwvicg Efmrdmeg E-
peuvee oth mpolbropikd ommhaia e I
omaviag kal g Mardlag wal ord kivrpa vol
MeoomoTapiakel =al Alyummawod neliri
opel ouyrevipllneay xal Sarumdbneay
at Gud dyrxbog rdpoug pi mholoe gt
ypadicd dhikd wal oxtbia, nod Exouv 7d ye-

vikd mitho Eternal Present (Allwio MNa-
piw). "0 mplrrog doxoleiral pt v mpo
nning o

tixvng {The
E#m}'i;ui & :ﬁﬂp\u; ¢ dpxiTerTo-

wikfig (The Beginning of Architecturs,
1944}, “Evac Tpitog Téyog, aa ia mhalowa,
pt Tav rithe  Architecture and the Pheno-
mena of Transition, 7 =cipdypogo ol &-
roiou mopéfweor & Giedion orav ExBarn
Tou Tiv mopapovly Told fogwial Bavdtou
tou (9 "Anpuliou |968), npderar wa Sl
) Snpoaidrnra of Mye. Itd pyo tou aldtd
& Gledion EZevdlen vy dvrlhngn Tod xb-
pou [Space-Conception) oy dpxircxro-
wikr] drd TV mawdpraia droxd jaixpi ofjuc-
pa xai Saxpive Tpolg woydheg mepidlous.
M mpior Tehaitren i v "EAMdSa wal Td
kipio xapaxTnpoTicd mg clvar ff mhaotucd-
mra Tel dpxitexrovijparos. "H GclTepn ap-
wifen gt v Poopn wal Tehaicover pt 7o pma-
pox, xal xapaxmnplforal dméd Ty Evrevn
mapoucia 1ol towrcpiked xwpou. "H Tpl-
. vihog, ddod mepvd Bva mpoxataprTieg
orafio ordv mepaoptvo alwva, Exgpaloral
i T abyxpovn dpxiteetovied wal Exoi oav
x oTiKd wai ra Slo mponyolpc-
w.nfnrrl:l:ﬂ:#mr-:“bqh&h wal towrepind
X .
“Omwg roviormee mapandvw, f dmacxdin-
on Tob Giedion pt 16 mapehBév Ixn mavra
obdv onpcio foovijoowg T mopdv xal Ta
npofifipard Teu. "Evon Phino vé mpayuara
&xi obv dpxaiohbyes, dhhd obv loTopicde
wal anehoynTic THe povripwag dpxiToeTo-
vikfig xal rixvmg. Td yeyowde alréd Siver
aric mapamnpfocg Tou kal T Bewpnot Tou
yovied pld mpwroTumia kal b via npoo-
ey, ol mmyalo dxpifdic dmd Ty tow-
Tepn Ywwpiptia pt Tév KbOUo TG povTEpVag
rixvng dhhd wal T yelon v vy mopi-
opfitwy Tig uxeloyiag xai Tig tavolo-
ylag. “AvavrippnTe nmoloTikd oTomeio T
PPhiesv abrdv clvar dxdpn 1é &n & Gledion
Biv yvwpilo vd dhoed Tou pioa améd Tig Lp-
yooleg Tov clbowov, AhAd Afurplve -

and Bcxacria Thg fuwig Tou
melﬁmuﬂ Epya kol 7o xdpo
nod yewdfneav, Sproa xal mpoowmkd.
"0 ypadei clvar kapmég Evdg npogwmkol

Swhéyou xal widg mokixpovng tuncipiag

nohimpng. ‘H dnaoxbéhnen Spwg pi Eva
rhoo mhatd lotopikd whaioo -clvar byxci-

“~prpe mpaypanikd TepdoTio yifrt Todg G-t o &

poug tvdg AvBplmou. “Evan Gév pmopei ma-
ph vl elvan katavenm f wémo yevicdfn-
Ta xal povoutpcia oTolg xopaxTnEIoHoUG
wal v rafiwdpnon rod dmipavrou Ghiod
wal # dvnbicla camou-gdmou fpds THV
ioropik] mpaypankdTnTa. Xopakmpnaticd
mapdbeypa clval & dmovala &md 1é reheu-
taie PifAie Tou Thg prvaixfiy dpxiTexTovi-
wfjg, mal B4 Empone v atarayod oTiy mpu-
m Sphla v nokimopdv, Smou karh Tév
Giadion wupiapxel ) mhooTikémra wai 4-
nousblcl & bowrcpikdg xwlpog. M dre-
Afg tromrela Tod Tepdomiou Ohkod, pi To
émolo clxe iy Téhpn va waramaorcl, clvar
tmiong $avcpr. Map’ Ska adrd T8 prwove-
wrfjpara, mod tvoxkolv fowg mov cibeo
letopikd pchernr, Ta fifAia Tol Giedion
clvar d wpoogopd dvextipnmm, drav Th
el wavelg pt v mpdlcon mod Ta Eypage
& WBiog. Lav oupfoly Snhadd oTd ﬁp-&ﬂ»il'l
pao: ovafepis wal perafhnric g dvipus-
mivne wakhivexdviefic wal mokmoriefg e
PpaTiug, ~
Té ouvehikd Epye tol Giedion dmorchci
dvavrippnra, map’ Sheg Tig dduvapicg wal
driheicg, ot Bty ol mohdmipn oupfold,
wal ouwlicgal dpeoa pd v mopela wal ™
Siapdpwan Tig olyxpowng dpxirexrovi-
wfic. Tav dbuvajuiw kai v drchoicv rou
clxe AMhwore guvclnon & Bwog kakiropa
amd tév dmowovBfimoTe kpor) Tou—xai el
wal dpxerol adtel mol Expivav md Epyo Tou

abompa, Shdor Sicaohoynpiva wal Hhko
amd woBapa mokcpixd SbBoom.
I alrd ouvitoive Toweg 18 yeyovdg &n &
Gledion drav, mpiv Amd Sha, paEnTG.
Mavrad Exave Evrovn v mapsuoia Tou,
gt ta mepicpya wal Emypapporindg Tou i-
pwriparta mod dvayxalav td cuvopiknTi
rou va mape Blon, oupdivivrag f Biague
wiaviag gali Tou. Moyovds clvai dwdpn &1
arfyv npuarm meplode g wiag ApairokTovi-
wfjg f drpdopaipa frav mokcperd kai Ta
nvedpara EEnuptva kal drddura, Supdpo
mévra funpd pubd adBéppnm tLopekdynan
Tod Biou toi Giedion té kahoxolpy Tob
1965, wabisg oulnroboapc ey "Alhva yi-
pud And 16 wlpo oty dpxala thhnvixd dpxi-
rextovikd Kai & hdyog To Edocpe oTa mopa-
optva: «Xrdv xaipd pacs, clme, wal tvwool-
or Toig woivolg Tou dylweg pt Tév Le
Corbusier «al rév Gropius, s0mypfape 1-
owe dmdlutol yid dpwopdva npdypara, i-
owg v dmompfioape f| dmepnipficape dv-
8pimoug wal waraordens, ‘Hrav Spuwg 4-
voykaio.. fpwoxdpaoTe oTiv dpor jdg
vwiag mepiébou, elpaoTe dvayxooptvol va
dywwoBolpc... "H Sl oog yowid propci
vt oxbmreral pi mepioodTepn wndakicrm-
mta..n. "0 Wog EE Ghhou Edcpe Papiuwg
18 & Bbv SulPhodc dmd v dpxy TH onpo-
gla tol ‘lomaveld Antonlo Gaudi yd TH
tpva dpxrrexrovied wal Biv vdv mepul-
f:; oré Space, Time and Architecture,
"Awdpn wal alrh f Evwoia Tod axwpoxpl-
voun (Space-tima), nol xpnoipcde xai oav
rirhog ol Pfiiov Tou, chem dmbcerd
pirueig, Gmwg mapammpel & xalnynrig M.
Muxehfis (Alofnmcd Scwphpara, ToE A)
xal & P. Colling ové fiPhle veu Changing
Ideals In Modern -Architecture. *H xpfion
mapdponay Evwoitiv, Bavoiwy dmd Ghhka me-
Bla ol tmomrod, kal Bhkeg pkpérepos
pcyakimepeg dmcpfobis xai dnpémmreg, biv
tundBimav tvroltoig a4 fifMa ved Gle-
dion v yvwpioouy pid mhatoie Siaboon,
&vayvispiom wal tmBadf. Clowg yari Sa-
pafovras Ta xavelg mpofhnpariloras, dvay-
xaleral va mipei Bion, droxtd Epumparn-
wa xal [nTd mv dndvmmen, Ty dndvimon
nod wdbe yevid delhor vi Bhon oTd Bio
navrore Tpbfinpa: va yeduplion 1o xd-
opa, mod yowwitral mtﬂarﬁ; towrcpiig
xal LEwrepiriic npayparikémrag, Smug Te-
. Sigiried  Gledion  ord e
Aeutaio fipilo Tou.
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